
Rochdale Hockey Club Code of Conduct  

 
The following code of conduct has been put together to uphold the aims of Rochdale Hockey Club (RHC) and to 

protect all players, umpires and spectators involved in playing of Hockey regardless of whether it is in league 

games, friendlies or training. 

It should be read in conjunction with the rules of hockey and the English Hockey Board Code of Conduct which 

can be found at: 

http://www.englandhockey.co.uk/page.asp?section=1165&sectionTitle=Code+of+Ethics+%26+Behaviour 

Each individual is accountable for his/her own actions. Whether playing, watching, coaching or umpiring a 

match for RHC it is each members’ personal responsibility to treat RHC players; opposition players; coaches, 

spectators and the umpires with respect before, during and after the match. 

Expected minimum standards of behaviour and conduct shall be: 

Respect the spirit of fair play.  This is more than playing within the rules.  It also incorporates the concepts of 

friendship, respect for others and always taking part with the right spirit and attitude. 

Respect the rights, dignity and worth of such individuals as umpires; organisers; coaches; players and 

spectators. 

Members are expected to conduct themselves in a manner that ensures all reasonable measures to protect 

their own safety and the safety of others by never taking part when under the influence of alcohol and drugs. 

Accept victory and defeat with dignity and set a positive example for others, especially younger players and 

spectators.  

Protect all involved in the game from verbal or physical abuse and any threatening or intimidating behaviour. 

Use of foul, sexist, abusive, racist or any prejudicial language will not be tolerated and will result in an 

appearance before the disciplinary committee (made up of the Disciplinary Officer; Captain; Vice Captain and 

Treasurer). 

Interaction With Umpires 

Abuse of an umpire whether physical or verbal will not be tolerated.  Never argue with an umpire. If you have 

a query: 

• During a game - approach your captain and ask them to speak to the umpire. 

• After the game - approach the umpire in a calm, courteous manner to seek clarification. 

Pre-Game 

Players should arrive at the meeting place at the correct time. Contact the captain by phone call, not text or 

email, if you are going to be late. Members who turns up worse for wear from the previous night’s socialising 

should not be surprised to find themselves on the substitute’s bench. Warm up properly before the game as it 

prevents injury and contributes to the team’s success. 

http://www.englandhockey.co.uk/page.asp?section=1165&sectionTitle=Code+of+Ethics+%26+Behaviour
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Kit 

The RHC colours are orange/grey shirts (home) and black/orange (away), black/grey shorts/skirt and orange 

(home) black (away) socks. All players should have numbered shirts with no duplicated numbers. The wearing 

of shin pads and gum shields are not compulsory but are advised. 

During the Game 

The Captain & Vice Captain are responsible for the conduct of the team and spectators for the duration of the 

game. 

Substituted players are expected to behave with dignity and to contribute to the team’s efforts by supporting 

their teammates. Any members refusing to be substituted may find themselves banned for the next game. 

During the team talks have the courtesy to listen to the Captain - do not interrupt or start rival conversations.  

Do not criticise or remonstrate with your teammates as every player has off days, instead encourage and 

support. 

Storming off the field during or after a game is not acceptable and may result in an appearance before the 

disciplinary committee. 

Travel and Subs 

It is each member’s responsibility to organise their own a transport to a game. Although it is not compulsory, it 

is expected that members receiving a lift off another member offer to contribute towards the travel costs of 

the driver. Arrangements between members sharing driving are common and encouraged so the same people 

are not relied upon every week. 

Members turning up to a game without subs should not expect to play. RHC club fees are some of the lowest 

in the league and as a result we cannot afford for members to not pay their subs. Members having trouble 

paying their subs should speak to the captain and treasurer before the game and arrange a time when monies 

will be paid. Players should not leave for home without paying subs. Repeated failure to pay subs on time will 

result in an appearance before the disciplinary committee and may result in a fine and/or suspension.  

Post-Game 

All members are expected to shake hands with opposition players and the umpires and warm down together 

as part of the team. 

Training 

Members are expected to attend training regularly (attendance of at least two training sessions a month is 

expected for members who wish to be considered for the first team). Members that cannot attend training are 

required to inform the captain with a valid excuse in a timely manner. 
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Anti-Bullying Policy 

RHC will not tolerate bullying of any kind.  

Bullying may be characterised as: ‘offensive, intimidating, malicious or insulting behaviour, an abuse or misuse 

of power through means intended to undermine, humiliate, degrade or injure the recipient. It can include 

verbal harassment or threat, physical assault or coercion and may be directed repeatedly towards an 

individual on grounds of class, race, religion, gender, sexuality, appearance, behaviour, or ability’. However, 

this definition is not exhaustive as types of behaviour can be perceived by a recipient in various ways. 

All complaints of bullying will be treated confidentially and should be reported to the RHC Captain or a 

member of the Club Committee. Complaints of bullying will be thoroughly investigated and can lead to 

disciplinary action. A disciplinary may result in termination of RHC membership. 

Discipline 

RHC strives towards an exemplary disciplinary record, all matters relating to any disciplinary issues will be 

reported to the disciplinary committee. Members receiving a yellow card during a game are liable for a £5 fine.   

Members receiving a red card during a game are liable to a £20 fine and a mandatory ban imposed on all 

hockey activities for the duration of the penalty decided by the issuing umpire. 

Failure to pay fines within a period discussed with the disciplinary committee will result in said member being 

suspended from representing RHC until fines are paid in full. 

Any members receiving five yellow cards throughout the season will appear before the disciplinary committee 

who will review/discipline as they deem appropriate and may implement a larger fine or a period of 

suspension. 

Communications 

Members are expected to respond to club communications in a timely manner, be it from the captain or any 

other member of the RHC committee. 

Rochdale Hockey Club 2021-2022 Disciplinary Committee 

Chairperson – Roisin Pickering 

Club Secretary – Sean Carney 

Men’s 1st XI Captain – Michael Waddicor 

Ladies 1st XI Captain – Becky Knowles 

Men’s 2nd XI Captain – Adam Massey 

 


